Discover Whroo's
Hidden Treasures
Walking/Riding Trail
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1 Hillside Mine
2 Balaclava Hill
3 Tunnel
4 Bauds Store & Well
5 Balaclava Battery Dam
6 Cyanide Vats
7 School Site & Stone Gutter
8 Restored Puddling Machine
9 Hotel Site & Well
10 Puddling Machine
11 Lewis Homestead Site
12 Old Church Site
13 Hut Remnants

15
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14 Hut Remnants & Well
15 Cemetery
16 Aboriginal Waterhole
17 Charcoal Burner
18 Puddling Machine
19 Reservoir & Well
20 Well

16
16
Approximate Trail Distance 6 Km - Loop 1 (2.5 Km) Loop 2 (3.5 Km)
Some uphill climbing and rough track in places
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1. Hillside Mine

2. Balaclava Hill

5. Balaclava Battery Dam

6. Cyanide Vats

9. Hotel Site & W ell

10. Puddling Machine

Adits were horizontal or gently
inclined passeges dug into a
hillside for the purpose of
either accessing the ore
deposit and removing mined
material, or simply drainage
and ventilation.

Originally a series of shafts
following rich veins of gold
bearing quartz, it later was
developed into the open
cut mine you see today after
an enormous charge was
used to shatter the hill.

The extraction of gold from ore
using a stamper battery required
a great deal of water to operate.
This dam serviced the stamper
battery used to crush ore from
the Balaclava mine.

Cyaniding was a more
efficient means of extracting
gold and was more often used
to extract more gold from tailings
previously treated by rougher
physical methods.

At this site was a hotel evidenced
by the remnants of a well. W hroo
village was first established in this
area before moving further north
with the thriving Balaclava mine.

Horse drawn puddling machines
were circular holes 15-20m
across where dirt and water
were mixed to break up the
heavy clay and allow the heavy
minerals to fall to the bottom of
the puddler.

3. Balaclava Hill Tunnel

4. Bauds Store & W ell

7. School Site & Stone Gutter

8. Restored Puddling Machine

11. Lewis Homestead Site

12. Church Site

This tunnel was dug into
the open cut mine to convey
extracted material from the
mine to steam driven
stampers via a tramline.

This large well and the remnants
of a chimney to the east signify
the site of the substantial
Balaclava store run by Harriet
Bazeley and her son-in-law
Charles Baud. Both are buried
in the W hroo cemetery.

This is the site of the W hroo
primary school. Evidence of
the school can be found in the
associated well, the sugar gum
trees planted, still growing
today, and the remnants of a
stone gutter near the road.

This restored puddling machine
demonstrates the rakes attached
to a long pole pivoted in the centre
of the circle and pulled around by
a horse walking around the
outside of the puddler.

John Thomas Lewis was one of
the original working partners at
Balaclava mine. Nothing of the
weatherboard bungalow remains
but several wells and pines trees
from the original garden still
survive.

The now closed information
centre stands on the site of
the brick Presbyterian
church built in 1869 which
once stood here.

13. Hut Remnants

14. Hut Remants & W ell

17. Charcoal Burner

18. Puddling Machine

There were several buildings
in this area along the road
including a post office. Evidence
of occupation at this site include
scattered bricks, peppercorn
trees and old fruit trees.

A deep stone well and the
remnants of a stone chimney
at this site are evidence of
a well establised residence
here during the W hroos gold
mining period.

The remnants of a stone
charcoal burning kiln can
be seen which would have
been used to produce
charcoal from the plentiful
supply of ironbark timber.

This puddling machine exists
as it was left over 100 years ago.
The centre pivot and the distinct
inner and outer circles of the
puddler are still evident.

15. W hroo Cemetery

16. Aboriginal W aterhole

19. Reservoir & W ell

20. W ell

The now closed W hroo
cemetery contains some
340 graves which reflects
the harshness of life in the
goldfields last century,
demonstrated by a
particularly high infant
mortality rate.

This waterhole is apparently
fed by an underground spring
as well as surface run off and is
thought to have been enlarged
by gold miners to fit their billies.

The reservoir was built to provide
water to the residents of W hroo
with water supplied via wooden
pipes. On the hillside south of the
reservoir are the remnants of a
small well.

This well constructed water
well still captures water
to this day and is evidence
of the bustling township that
once existed on this hillside.
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Disclaimers:
The compilers and producers of this map do not warrant that this map
is definitive nor free of error and does not accept liability for any loss
caused or arising from reliance upon information provided herein.
Some portions of this track contain uphill ascents and rough terrain
so it is not recommended for the elderly, people with health problems
or small children.
This track is not signposted so it is recommended a topographic map
or other navigation device be used in conjunction with this map.
Please ensure that suitable footwear is worn when attempting
these walks.
Adequate water should be taken especially during the summer.
Please note there are many abandoned mine shafts in the forest
and care must be taken when venturing off designated tracks.
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